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MEMORANDUM
DATE: June 24, 2005
TO: Leif I. Ahnell, CP.A., C.G.F.O.
City Manager
FROM: Carmen Annunziato, AICP A

Planning and Zoning Director
SUBJECT: Butts Road/US Epperson

The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify the status of the Butts Road right-of-
way/LWDD 45 Canal land area and to advise on the ability to landscape same.

First, there 1s no excess “40 feet” of land available for landscaping lying north of and
adjacent to Butts Road, owned by the Arvida Corporation as depicted on the Property
Appraiser’s map. This property was deeded to the Lake Worth Drainage District in 1960
(see attached Quit-Claim Deed) and it constitutes the south 40 feet of the 80-foot LWDD
45 Canal right-of-way. This land area has caused confusion in the past, especially owing
to the fact that the Property Appraiser distinguished this area as a distinct parcel and
taxed 1t. The Property Appraiser’s office now acknowledges that the 40 feet is the same
area depicted in the attached Quit-Claim deed. Summarizing, there is 160 feet of land
lying between the US Epperson property and the Boca Bath and Tennis development — 80
feet for the Butts Road right-of-way and 80 feet for the LWDD Canal 45 nght-of-way.

Regarding landscaping the land areas identified above, please be advised of the
following:

1. any landscaping in the LWDD Canal 45 nght-of-way will require a permit
from the District; and,

2. there are land areas within the Butts Road right-of-way located to the north of
the roadway pavement that may be available for the installation of trees and
landscaping.

There is no reason to elaborate on landscaping the LWDD Canal 45 right-of-way owing
to the fact that the District is an independent governing agency that operates under its
own rules and regulations; however, historically, it has been the District’s policy to
rermove trees from its rights-of-way as opposed to allowing further encroachments into its
junsdictional land areas.
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Regarding Butts Road, the opportunity exists to plant trees to within 6 feet of the edge of
the pavement, without having to construct curbing, owing to the fact that the posted speed
limit is 30 mules per hour. To this end, staff has identified arcas that meet the 6-foot
“clear zone™. These areas appear on the accompanying aerials as irregular, yellow striped
parcels. Further, the cost to landscape these areas is at a minimum $5.50 per square foot.

¢:  George Brown
Jorge Camejo
Bob DiChristopher
Henry Vidaurreta
Lynn Bodor
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